We strive to
preserve and protect natural
habitat in the Dragon Run watershed
with emphasis on cypress swamp and
land directly adjacent to the Dragon
Run and tributaries


 develop and sustain broadbased support for Dragon Run
conservation through partnership,
collaboration, and education

Friends of Dragon Run

(FODR) is dedicated to the preservation,
protection, and encouragement of wise
use of the Dragon Run and its
watershed.
Founded in 1985, FODR was organized
by a small group of Middle Peninsula
citizens who generously donated funds
to purchase and preserve acreage along
Dragon Run. FODR is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit corporation.
Member support has allowed us to
protect more than 466 acres of swamp
and upland forest, nearly 3 miles of river
front. We are actively planning for
additional preservation.
Today, FODR owns property or holds
conservation easements in the central
portion of the Dragon Run extending
into Essex, Middlesex, and King and
Queen counties. The largest and most
pristine property is the 200-acre Big
Island tract located between Routes 602
and 603 near Churchview, Virginia.

Help preserve and protect this rich and fragile
ecosystem. Become a member or make a
donation.

Friends of Dragon Run
PO Box 882
Gloucester, VA 23061
Visit our website to learn more:

Delicate and Wild

Become a partner in
protecting the pristine,
natural beauty of the
Dragon Run
Dragon Run is one of the northern-most cypress
swamps. It has been described as a time capsule of
a Chesapeake Bay tributary river from 100 years
ago. It has even been called a river similar to one
Captain John Smith would have seen 400 years ago.
The Virginia Department of Conservation and
Recreation, Division of Natural Heritage, and The
Nature Conservancy have identified the Dragon
Run watershed as a priority to preserve.
Dragon Run is home to unique and native animal
and plant species. A Division of Natural Heritage
grant-funded study (1999) found five rare animal
species: bald eagle, great purple hairstreak
(butterfly), cypress sphynx (moth), robust baskettail
(dragonfly), and Sely’s sunfly (dragonfly). A study of
invertebrates found rare insects and named a
stonefly new to science in 2003.
A number of the Dragon’s majestic bald cypress
trees are 8 to 9 feet in diameter and 20 to 25 feet
in circumference at the base. Bald eagles nest at the
tops and resurrection ferns live on the trunks of
many of these large cypress trees.
Prothonotory warblers, wood ducks, and redheaded woodpeckers make their homes along the
waterway. Beaver, otter, raccoon, muskrat, and
deer are among the abundant mammals. Over 55
varieties of fish and numerous aquatic native plants
have been cataloged including wild iris, cardinal
flower, featherfoil, spatterdock, and pickerel weed.
The unique character of Dragon Run and its
awesome natural beauty exist primarily because
the cypress-tupelo swamp has limited access and
because concerned land owners have
exercised restraint in development and
land use.

The Dragon Run splits Virginia’s Middle Peninsula, forming the inner
boundary lines of Essex, King & Queen, Middlesex and Gloucester
counties. It flows 35 miles from near Tappahannock to the
Piankatank River on the Chesapeake Bay.

I want to join in preservation by
becoming a member of FODR
volunteering my time
making a tax deductible donation in the
amount $_____________
I want to support FODR efforts, land
purchase, and stewardship at the following
individual/family membership level:
$1,000+ Benefactor*
$ 500 Patron*
$ 250 Sponsor
$ 100 Advocate
$ 50 Supporter
$ 25 Annual Member
$ 10 Student
*Life Membership
Name:
_______________________________________
Address:
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
Phone: _________________________________
Email: __________________________________

Please make your check payable to

Friends of Dragon Run
PO Box 882
Gloucester, VA 23061

We are a 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation.

